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credibility of witnesses (other than ex-
pert witnesses) whenever credibility is
a material issue.

(9) The presiding officer shall furnish
a copy of the decision to the parties.

(h) The presiding officer has the
power to take such actions and make
such rulings as are necessary or appro-
priate to maintain order and to con-
duct a fair, expeditious, and impartial
hearing, and to enforce the require-
ments of this subpart concerning the
conduct of hearings. The presiding offi-
cer may direct that the hearing be con-
ducted in any suitable manner per-
mitted by law and these regulations.

(i) The Secretary or the presiding of-
ficer has the power to suspend, modify,
or waive any provision of this subpart.

§96.67 Right to counsel.

Any party to a hearing under this
part has the right at all times to be ad-
vised and accompanied by counsel.

§96.68 Administrative record of a
hearing.

(@) The exclusive administrative
record of the hearing consists of the
following:

(1) The notice of opportunity for
hearing and the response.

(2) All written information and views
submitted to the presiding officer at
the hearing or after if specifically per-
mitted by the presiding officer.

(3) Any transcript of the hearing.

(4) The presiding officer’s decision
and any briefs or comments on the de-
cision under §96.66(e) of this part.

(5) All letters or communications be-
tween participants and the presiding
officer or the Secretary referred to in
§96.63 of this part.

(b) The record of the hearing is closed
to the submission of information and
views at the close of the hearing, un-
less the presiding officer specifically
permits additional time for a further
submission.

Subpart G—Social Services Block
Grants
8§96.70 Scope.

This subpart applies to the social
services block grant.
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§96.71 Definitions.

(a) Section 2005 (a)(2) and (a)(5) (42
U.S.C. 1397d (a)(2) and (a)(5)) of the So-
cial Security Act establishes prohibi-
tions against the provision of room and
board and medical care unless, among
other reasons, they are an “‘integral
but subordinate” part of a State-au-
thorized social service. ‘“‘Integral but
subordinate’’ means that the room and
board provided for a short term or med-
ical care is a minor but essential ad-
junct to the service of which it is a
part and is necessary to achieve the ob-
jective of that service. Room and board
provided for a short term shall not be
considered an integral but subordinate
part of a social service when it is pro-
vided to an individual in a foster fam-
ily home or other facility the primary
purpose of which is to provide food,
shelter, and care or supervision, except
for temporary emergency shelter pro-
vided as a protective service.

(b) As used in section 2005(a)(5) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397d
(a)(5)) with respect to the limitations
governing the provision of services by
employees of certain institutions, em-
ployees includes staff, contractors, or
other individuals whose activities are
under the professional direction or di-
rect supervision of the institution.

[47 FR 29486, July 6, 1982; 47 FR 43062, Sept.
30, 1982]

§96.72 Transferability of funds.

Under section 2002(d) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397a(d)), funds
may be transferred in accordance with
the provisions of that section to the
preventive health and health services,
alcohol and drug abuse and mental
health services, primary care, maternal
and child health services, and low-in-
come home energy assistance block
grants. In addition, funds may be
transferred to other Federal block
grants for support of health services,
health promotion and disease preven-
tion activities, or low-income home en-
ergy assistance (or any combination of
those activities).

§96.73 Sterilization.

If a State authorizes sterilization as
a family planning service, it must com-
ply with the provisions of 42 CFR Part
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